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The Board of Directors of the Spring Cove School District met as a 
Committee of the Whole on Monday, September 8, 2014 in the 
Administration Office following adjournment of their Special Meeting.  Mr. 
James Butler, Board President, called the meeting to order.  The following 
Board members were present: Mrs. Amy Acker-Knisely; Mr. John R. Biddle; 
Mr. James Butler; Dr. Murnyack-Garner; Mr. James Smith; Miss Mary 
Smith; Mr. Willard J. Thompson; Dr. Robert Vadella, Superintendent; Mr. 
Ryan Kirsch, Business Manager; and Mrs. Karen Greenwood, Recording 
Secretary.  Mr. Brian Gahagan and Mrs. Julie Mills were absent. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Vadella reported that the opening of school went very well, and that he is 
very pleased with the quality of the new staff. 
 

Dr. Vadella also reported that, to date, parents have updated their 
information on the InfoSnap program for 64% of our students. 
 

Dr. Vadella then deferred to Mr. Fluke, Supervisor of Maintenance, who 
reported that 11 rooms at the high school were tested for air quality with the 
highest count being 300 which is well below the acceptable range. 
 
Finance & Legal Committee 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely noted that the following items would be placed on next 
week’s agenda for Board action: 
 

 Financial Report for August 2014. 
 Schedule of Bills for August 2014. 
 Renewal of School Messenger Agreement. 
 Renewal of Technical Service Support Agreement for Automated 

External Defibrillators. 
 Manpower Service Agreement. 
 Science in Motion Contract. 
 Capital Reserve Account transfer. 
 Capital Projects Fund transfer. 
 Renewal of Insurance Policies. 
 Revised Policy #237 -- Electronic Devices -- in final reading. 
 Revised Policy #230.1 -- Student Expenses for 

Conferences/Competitions -- in first reading. 
 

Student Services & Activities Committee 
Mr. Biddle noted that the following item would be placed on next week’s 
agenda for Board action: 

 

 Adjustments in daily working hours for several Food Service employees. 
 

Discussion then ensued on the purchase of additional bus cameras, 
including whether or not the license plate of a car could be captured, 
whether or not the face of the driver could be captured, if all cameras would 
be synched for the same date/time stamp, whether the local police have 
been contacted to see if they would pursue prosecution, the major areas of 
non-compliance by drivers, and whether the proposed purchase cost would 
include installation and synching of all the cameras.   
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Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Discussion on purchase of a maintenance van included the comments that 
the frame on the current van is showing signs of rusting through, the 
purchase would be through the State’s COSTARS purchasing program, and 
that the van would come from the same company as the recently purchased 
maintenance truck. 
 

Discussion then followed on the purchase of curtain dividers for the 
gymnasiums at Martinsburg and Spring Cove Elementary Schools including 
whether or not these replacements can wait, the statement that the door at 
Martinsburg Elementary School is broken, the anticipated life span of the 
curtain, and whether or not it could be moved to another building in the 
future.  Following the discussion, Mrs. Acker-Knisely, Dr. Murnyack-Garner, 
and Miss Smith concurred that they were in agreement with replacing the 
curtain at Martinsburg Elementary School but continued to struggle with 
replacing the door at Spring Cove Elementary School. 
 
Personnel & Executive Committee 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely noted that the following item would be placed on next 
week’s agenda for Board action: 
 

 Adjustment in daily working hours and days for two custodial 
employees. 

 

Calendar of Board Events 
Mr. Butler read the list of upcoming Board events. 

 
 Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Biddle moved that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Time was 7:45 pm. 
 

 
 

  


